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The term "leishmaniasis" applies to sll diseases caused by parasitic

In the o0ld Yugoslavia,

hmania. The chief ones are: visceral leishmani-
&h or Mediterranean type, and cutaneous leish-
ufifs and mucosocutenea or Bouton d'orient in the
Ute in the New World.

over 100 cases of viscersl and one case of cu-~

taneous leishmaniasis had been reported up to 1941. Visceral leishmaniasis
was rife along the Montenegran and Dalmatian coasts and the case of cutaneous
Jeishmaniasis was found in Skoplje.

Tn the spring of 1941,
the neighborhood of Struga.

one case of viscéral leishmaniasis was found in
Soon after the liberation the number of cases in

other regions of Macedonia end southern parts of Serbla increased. A great
number of cases of cutaneous leishmeniasis also appeared in Delmatia, and
there was one case in the neighborhood of Nis.

.The disease is most common among sucklings, ’tgreast‘-fed infants and
. small children under school age, but ceses among school children and adults
are by no means rare.

Leis!
to 600 meters.

hmsniasis is widespread in plains and in surrounding mountains up
Comparison of the disease {detdérme oi.plains and in the
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surrounding mountains indicated that the greatest number of cases are found in
villages which are located on hillocks around the plaln.
Leishmaniasis spreads not only in maritime veglons, but also on plateaus i
with a moderate continental climate and sufficient moisture. 3
Most cases occur in villages composed of isolated houses but they have _

also been reported in the outskirts of towns (Nis, Split). Houses in which
this disease appears commonly are neglected, dirty, in a bad state of repair
and surrounded by trees.

In view of the fact that visceral leishmaniasis frequently attacks chil-
dren under 2 years old, uud cutaneous leishmaniasis usually affects the face
and hands (the pa.rtg,'of’ the body which are exposed during sleep), infection
with Leishmania apparently occurs at night during sleep. The site of infection
of cutaneous leishmaniasis therefore depends on the position in which the body
of the patient is lying and on the manner in which the vector approaches the
patient /[sic/.

2

The majority ofecases occur at the end of winter and the beginning of
spring. Teking. into consideration the fact that sucklings can be infected
shortly after birth, one may conclude that' infection usually begins in August
and lasts to the end of September. On the strength of this conclusion the in-
cubation period can be considered to last about 2-3 months [sic].

In addition to humans, dogs and certain rodents also suffer from leish-
maniasis. It was established in Dalmatia before the war that dogs were in-
fected with leishmania., On the other hand, examination of over 100 dogs from
the neighborhood of Nis failed to show that they dre the virus reservoirs in
that region. Whether cats and oth~r domestic animals, and rodents in and
around human habitations can be infected is a point which has not yet been
sufficiently studied.

It 1s now considered that there are three species of leishmania: L. don-
ovani, which causes kala-azar; L. tropica, which causes the cutaneous leish-
menissis of the 01d World; end L. brasiliensis, which causes the cutaneous and
mucocutaneous leishmaniasis of the New World. However, it has been established
experimentally that L. donovani can cause cutaneous lesions and that L. tropica
cen cause visceral lesions. It was also shown 4pat there are common serologicel
features. The detailed cycle of the development ¢f leishmania in the organism

° must be admitted still insufficiently studied.

Tests have shown that leishmaniasis can be transmitted by contact through
various objects, and that both in the laboratory and in nature it can be car-
ried by various types of monad-Phlebotomus. However, these tests are not suf-
ficiently conclusive, and certain authors maintain that it is carried by sheep

o lice, lice, etc. Epidemiological data also indicates that monads do not trans-
mit this disease.

As the epidemiology of leishmaniasis has not yet been sufficiently
. . studied, and since the epidemics arising in our country after world War II
" make detailed investigations possible, it is of great importance to make as
- * precise epidemiological enquiries as possible in order to demonstrate the man-
ner in which the disease spreads and an effective method of its comtrol. Only
accurate epidemiological research can determine the carrier of leishmenia; iso-
lated leboratory investigations are inadequate.
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